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If you look at the history of Rotary in
Australia you will appreciate that the welfare
of young people has been a preoccupation
of all Rotary Clubs throughout the years.

As a means of instilling the “ideal of service”
in young people, Rotary clubs have been
encouraged to sponsor the formation of
junior service clubs: Interact and
Rotaract.

Sadly the number of these clubs in our
district has declined over recent years and
we now have only twelve Interact clubs and
four Rotaract clubs.

To sponsor an Interact club a Rotary club
needs the permission of the school
principal and the assistance of at least one
teacher in the school to act as a co-
ordinator. The role of the Rotarians is to
attend meetings of the Interact club and to
provide advice and information when
requested.

The purpose of a Rotaract club is to
stimulate among its members acceptance
of high ethical standards in all occupations,
to develop leadership and responsible
citizenship through service and to promote
international understanding and peace.

The Rotary Club of Brisbane West
sponsored the first Rotaract club in
Australia on 22nd May 1968 at International
House at the University of Queensland.
Growth was rapid in the 1960s and 70s
but has tailed off in recent years. Should
we not be more proactive in assisting in
the growth of Rotaract clubs?

RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards)
started in Queensland in 1959 during the
celebrations of the centenary of its
proclamation as a separate colony. Rotary
clubs from around the state selected
young leaders aged 18 to 25 to visit
Brisbane for ten days where they attended
many social functions and experienced the
cultural and vocational activities of the city.

From this evolved our seven-day seminar
type RYLA as we know it today for 18 to
28 year olds. RYLA was adopted as a
program of Rotary International at the
International Convention in Sydney in
1971.

RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of
Enrichment) was an activity that grew out
of RYLA and was devised by the Rotary
Club of Canberra-Belconnen in 1980. It is
a weekend seminar for boys and girls aged
14 to 16 years not necessarily the high
achievers but average young people who
are likely to benefit from the learning
experience.

RYTS (Rotary Youth Transition Seminar)
is to cater for school leavers who have
completed grade 12 and helps them adapt
to adult life.

MUNA (Model United Nations Assembly)
is all about building bridges of goodwill for
world peace and understanding in the
minds of youth. It is an international
program conducted annually in our district
and in all other Australian districts.

These programs together with our
educational programs for young people
such as NYSF (National Youth Science
Forum), Siemens Science Experience,
Honeywell Engineering School and
exchange programs YEP (Youth Exchange
Program) and SME (Student Matched
Exchange) make up a comprehensive
package of New Generation programs for
which we as Rotarians can be very proud.

Continued support for these programs will
surely see our future leaders, our youth,
better equipped for the many challenges
that lie ahead.

DG Neil
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Diabetes is the commonest cause of blindness worldwide in
people under 60 years of age and diabetics are 30 times more
likely to go blind than non-diabetics.  Blindness is largely
preventable if the diabetes is strictly controlled by medication,
diet and exercise, in conjunction with control of elevated blood
pressure and reduction of blood cholesterol levels.
Diabetic blindness is caused principally by a disease process
which interferes with circulation of fine blood vessels within
the retina.  This condition is called diabetic retinopathy.  At
the early stage, the disease can be detected by expert
examination of the retina. At this stage laser treatment to the
diseased retina can produce a 98% cure rate.
Diabetes is becoming an increasingly common global disease
especially in Pacific Islanders and indigenous Australians.
It is believed that more than 20% of Fijians have diabetes.
Dr Malcolm Tester of the Rotary Club of Summerland Sunrise
noticed this problem during volunteer work in Fiji starting in
1983.  His survey conducted in 1996, and which he published,
revealed that over 60% of the 500 diabetics examined were
either blind or had severe sight threatening diabetic retinopathy.
The Beam of Hope Project was born as a consequence of this
study.  It involved the purchase of retinal laser equipment and
the establishment of a clinic in Suva.
The cost was estimated at AUS $240,000 and has been
achieved from fundraising in Australia and from a significant
3H Grant from The Rotary Foundation.
Malcolm and a team of Rotarians from the Rotary Club of
Summerland Sunrise will visit Suva for a week in November to
set the project in motion again after it suffered a setback during
and after the coup when the public awareness program was
suspended.
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( The following is a recent article which appeared in
the Daily News circulating on the Darling Downs and
Granite Belt)

Stanthorpe Rotarian Bill Bonner has been
recognised for another chapter in his history of
international community service.  Bill has received
two Certificates of Appreciation from the Federal
Government this year for his part in aid missions.

The first was for helping build houses in Fiji, and the
second was for his trip to study orphanages in
Indonesia.

“ We found an orphanage there with no beds.  I’m
hoping to raise money with the help of Rotary clubs
to provide 47 beds for this orphanage,” Bill said.

Bill said that visiting orphanages in Indonesia was
“fairly humbling”.

“ Most of the children were from East Timor,” he said.

Member for Maranoa Bruce Scott said volunteers
played a vital role in the government’s overseas aid
program.

“ In 2000-2001, almost 1000 Australian volunteers
represented Australia overseas as either volunteers
or as Youth Ambassadors,” he said.

Rotary Centre for
International Studies

Our District has been designated by the Rotary Foundation
Trustees as a Host Area District for the Rotary Centres for
International Studies at University of Queensland.

We join Districts 9600 and 9630 in this distinction.

Rotarian Neil Russell of the Rotary Club of Southport North
will serve as our representative on the seminar committee
which will be responsible for training Rotarians at the Club
and District level on our responsibilities in hosting Rotary World
Peace Scholars.

Selection of the 2002-2004 Rotary World Peace Scholars on
a world competitive basis will take place in November this
year.

Our District does not have any nominees for the first intake
but we are hoping for more interest once the program is
established.

President Lorraine Ryan of the Rotary Club of
Lismore hands a cheque for Romac to Dell Maxwell
at the District Governor’s Official Visit to the Club.

Clubs in our District are very supportive of this very
worthwhile Rotary activity which each year gives
young overseas patients a chance in life.
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Sculptor Chris McKenzie has been rocking the world of young
Goondiwindi people for the past four months.  Chris has been the
resident artist at the Goondiwindi State Primary School while working
on a three-piece series that celebrates Goondiwindi and the
Centenary of Federation.
That project has now come to an end but he will be back later in the
year to help with moving the pieces from their present location at
the State Primary School to their presentation area adjacent to the
old Border Bridge.
Over the period he has chiselled away at the sandstone monoliths
with sweat, a bit of blood and occasionally a hint of a tear or two.
His three pillars of Goondiwindi feature representations of river, fields,
and water with panels of water-birds to mark Goondiwindi’s links
with its past, present and future - and its environment.  The $25,000
project was funded by Queensland’s Council for the Centenary of Federation and
managed by the Goondiwindi Rotary Club.
Rotarian, Immediate Past President Lew Verney, deputy principal of the Primary
School and chairman of the District Conference Organising Committee thinks that
besides his great work on the sculptures, Chris has been a wonderful influence on
the students.  Lew wants him to come back to do a piece for the school.

Cancer
Research

Is Our Business
District 9640 and the
Queensland Cancer Fund
(QCF) has a long and fruitful
relationship. Every year
clubs in our District
participate in the annual
Door Knock Appeal.

This year the appeal will run
from 1st to 14th October
and Vocational Service
Coordinator, Des Roberts,
is encouraging clubs to
once again participate.

The money collected by a
club will be credited to that
club as a donation
supporting “District 9640
Cancer Research Grant”.

At the District Conference
in April 2002 at Goondiwindi
an award will be presented
by Governor Neil to the club
which provides the greatest
financial support to cancer
research. This is the
“District Cancer Research
Award”.

Des calls on everyone to
assist in cancer cure and
prevention by supporting
this project.

There are over  two hundred
different types of cancer
and everyone recognises
the word as a cloud that
hangs above each and
every one of us.

Officers of the Queensland
Cancer Fund are willing to
address Rotary Clubs.
Contact Des Roberts,
phone/fax  07 55945571 or
QCF Gold Coast officer,
Peter Wotherspoon 07
55911500.
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Clubmate software, from New Zealand, is no longer
a licensed distributor of Rotary emblem
merchandise. Rotary clubs that currently have their
software may of course continue to use it. However
Clubmate is no longer licensed to contact Rotary
clubs or districts to market their products, and may
no longer use the Rotary logo and trade marks.

At present RI have no licensees that offer licensed
club management software,
but there are several new
possibilities that are in the
works.

Clubs will be advised if any
are approved.
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If you are looking for a novel fundraiser look at this one.
Members of the Rotary Club of Tamborine Mountain have
come up with a great way to enjoy themselves and make
money.
They have produced Dining Club books which contain
vouchers offering discounts and two for one offers at
restaurants and accommodation houses on the mountain.
The club will use the money raised for local Rotary projects
as well as for Community Aid Abroad.
President Brian Harder said as the club is a small club,
they have had to work smarter at fundraising.
There are only one hundred of the books available and at a
cost of  $50.00 they will pay for themselves after being
used only twice.

For more information contact
Brian Harder on 0407 573 491.

Tamborine Mountain Rotary Cub president Brian Harder
(right) and local restauranteur Bernard Bortolus with

the club’s new dining Club voucher book.

�������������
��������

�������� ��!��" �#��$ �% ��

:<�
6�
�41/
A2:4
�����1:2,�
4%$� ��6������ 
6���7���08�	�#�8�9��
� 38%���
� 7���
����
�
.��
�����
� 7� ���5����:������� ��� ����  ��� �%�

��&����16:;,�
� 4%$� ��6�!������ �#���$� ���4*
�#�
�8�&%��#���(8�#
6����!�#�
�%��.����
��� 38%���
� 7� "
�
8�
.��
�����
� 7� �����;�	�:����� ��� ���!!���� �%�

������� 4<��
4%$� ��6!!�����
6���7��� !�#�
�%�.����
��� 38%���
� 7� "
�
8�
.��
�����
� 7� �����;�	�:����� ��� ���!!����%�

2%%�&������
"":<B
4%$� ��6����! �
6���7�����08�	�#�8� 9��
� 38%���
� 7� .�
�	�
.��
�����
� 7� ���:�'����%�
� ��� ����� �6�%�

��*����� �2:A<;;
4%$� ��� ���  ��!�%�� ��6� !����
����7���6� !�#�
�%.����
��� 38%���
� 7� "
�
8�
.��
�����
� 7�����������
�� �����!����6!� �%�


6;�
6�
�41/
A2:4
C���:2A�/
4%$� ��� �� !���6
)�� 8�#4����� %�
� !�#�
�%�.����
��� 0#'����	�
���
38%���
�%�4� ��
)��
�<� "
�
8�� '��-��
� 6=6=����� �
	� !�= =����
.��
�����
� 7�:�
�0
	
�-�.��
,� ��� ��!�� �6���%�

,��
6�
�41/
A2:4
:�%����:,�84
4%$� ��� �������!
*
�#� +�-�<�>30
08�	�#�8�9��
� 38%���
� ��� ��
	�>
�;�
����� 6=6=���67
!�=66=���6
.��
�����
� 7� �����;�	�������
� ��� �� !� 6����%�

B�.�����B2�2428,
4%$� � ��� �����66�
*
�#�)�,��<� ��4�
� ��� ��
	�>
�;�
����<������79��

38%���
� ����7���!
.��
�����
� � 7������������������ ������!��� � �%�

����%��� �<�;C
*
�#��%��
�2<� 0
�?�
�� ��� ��
	�>
�;�
����� 08�	�#�8
9��
� 38%���

��

�;�	� �
� !
	� 3�4��#'�
� ���6�� 
�� 4�
��
��� 8�
��8�
	������� �;����'��
Counsellor - PP Neil Russell 07 55946649(h)

CPR
This is a lifesaver

Has your club continued with CPR training this year?

The CPR training program did not stop last year, it
is continuing.

Keep the momentum going. Run some courses. This
is important for Rotarians,
family and friends.

Being trained in CPR and
remaining current will
increase the chances of
survival for someone you
know.
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It is often said that children are the future of the world.

Healthy happy children are the key to achieving Rotary’s
goal of building international understanding and peace
in the world.

There is no better place to nourish a young mind than in
a family whose basic needs have been met and who
can spend time together.

To support Rotarian’s efforts in strengthening families,
President Rick King has appointed the RI Family Values
Task Force to serve during the 2001-2002 Rotary year.
A TASK FORCE is an action group of Rotarians,
appointed by the President, which carries out specific
activities to help clubs and districts achieve their
operational and service objectives.

Ways we can support the Family

* Celebrate Rotary’s Family Week on 5-11 February
2002!  Bring together the mothers, fathers, children,
grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, and members
of your Rotary family into shared activities.

* Organise a father / daughter, or mother / son dinner.

* Encourage parents to spend time reading to their
children.

* Build a park or recreational area where parents can
spend time with their children.

* Raise awareness of child abuse prevention
programs in your community.

* Provide materials and support to a daycare or
orphanage.

MEMBERSHIP FORUM
- A WORKSHOP WITH A DIFFERENCE

A Forum on membership issues was held at Ballina RSL
Club on Sunday 19th August and was well attended by
interested Rotarians. The topics discussed included
Rotary’s Global Quest, what attracts members, what
retains members, how to attract younger members, our
public image and marketing. The workshop sessions
focused on coming up with ideas on these issues.

The ideas were recorded and have now been put together
in a District Membership Manual which has been emailed
to every club in the District. The manual also appears on
our District web site and can be easily downloaded and
printed. Go to www.rotary9640.org where the link is
easily found.

A happy group or Rotarians and Partners left to right -
Carol & Brian Wheatley(Lismore), Sue Nunn (Lismore Central),

Sue Zahl (Warwick Sunrise), AG Max Wortman (Nerang),
Thyrlene Devin (Boonah) and AG Terry Brown (Casino).
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Eight members of District 9640 Rotary Friendship Ex-
change team to Alaska were made welcome at a Mayoral
reception by the Mayor of North Pole and members of the
Rotary Club of North Pole.
North Pole is a small city near Fairbanks in Alaska.
Team members were Bob & Nan Baldwin, Bill & Dianne
Vanderstaay, Graeme & Josie Mockeridge and Tony & Mar-
garet hayes. Nan’s sister from the Melbourne Probus Club
also joined the group.
The team was hosted by Rotarians in Wasilla for two days,
then by members of Homer Rotary Club for a week and
later by members of Fairbanks Sunrisers and North Pole
Rotary Clubs.
The team enjoyed outstanding hospitality and friendship
whilst climbing glaciers, viewing the unique Alaskan wild-
life and learning a little history of Alaska.
The team then travelled to the most northerly point of Alaska,
Point Barrow, across to Kotzebue and Nome and later
had the pleasure of cruising down the Inside Passage to
explore the fascinating towns of Valdez, Juneau, Skagway
and Ketchikan before returning home from Vancouver.
Members of this team recommend to all Rotarians to take
the opportunity if it is available to participate in a Friend-
ship Exchange. It really creates new and interesting friend-
ships but also gives you the chance to learn much about a
country in a short space of time.
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Rotary Model United Nations Assembly or MUNA is all
about building bridges of goodwill for world peace and
understanding in the minds of our youth.

MUNA challenges our youth to respect and tolerate
differences of race, religion and nationalism whilst
retaining their own individualism and the best of their
national traditions.

MUNA as a concept arose in North America from the
desire of young people to simulate the great debates of
the United Nations Assembly.

It was introduced to Australia by the Lake Cargelligo
Rotary Club in 1980.

In 1988 Forbes Rotary Club undertook MUNA 88 - a
Rotary Bicentennial Project for Youth.

MUNA has spread throughout Australia, New Zealand,
Papua New Guinea and world wide.

The United Nations has given enthusiastic support for
the ongoing growth of this worthwhile project for youth.

MUNA is now conducted in all five continents of the world
and aims to operate in each of the 530 Rotary Districts
world wide.

MUNA calls for teams of three or four senior students
from Secondary Schools to debate selected topics
concerning world affairs. Each team represents a different
country.

The first National MUNA was held in the Australian
Parliament in August 1997.

Our District was represented by two young students at
the recent National MUNA forum which was conducted  in
Old Parliament House, Canberra on the weekend of 25th
& 26th August. Thirty nations were represented at the
forum by more than eighty senior school students from
around Australia. Dressed in an array of traditional
costumes the team members represented countries of
their choice and were assisted by representatives from
the Embassies of Argentina, Sweden, South Africa, the
Philippines and the British High Commission.

Our two students represented the Philippines and did so
with great credit.

Margaret Hayes of the Rotary Club of Kingscliff who is
our representative on the National MUNA Committee has
been elected to the position of National Secretary, a
position she will hold for several years. Congratulations
Margaret.

District 9640 will conduct a MUNA at Robina Cultural Centre
on 16th & 17th March 2002. Clubs are  encouraged to
start thinking about nominating teams for this wonderful
event.
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President Ron Chittick handing over a cheque for
$7500  to Perry Wells of the Westpac Helicopter
Rescue Service being the proceeds of the efforts
of the Rotary Club of Lismore West at their 4WD/
Caravan Show.

The Westpac Helicopter Rescue Service  is
based in Lismore.
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Get your thinking caps on. The Rotary Knowledge Challenge
is on again this year in an all new format and definately aimed
at improving everyone’s knowledge of Rotary.

Commencing in early October this year and with the final at
the District Conference at Goondiwindi in April 2002, the
competition will be designed to entertain and educate with an
emphasis on good  fun.

Clubs have had the nomination forms sent to them already
and it is important to quickly get organised, enter, and start
learning.

For further information contact PDG Don Graham,
email  drgraham @nor.com.au Telephone 02 66422358

or DG Neil.
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The Rotary Club of
Palm Beach
celebrated  its 25th
anniversary on
Monday 27th
August. The
celebration dinner
was well attended by
Palm Beach Rotarians and
Rotarians of surrounding clubs. The
function was also attended by DG
Neil and Dell, Mrs Peg Straub the wife
of charter president Dick Straub,
PDG Bob Sellars and his wife Marge.
Bob was District Governor when the
club was chartered.

As part of the club’s celebrations it sponsored 18 year old Kristie Goulding in
the Palm Beach - Currumbin Springfest Queen competition. Kristie who is
studying for a Bachelor of  Science degree at Griffith University  was crowned
Queen.

DGE Ross Smith &  Peg Straub widow
of the Charter President Dick Straub

cuts the “Birthday Cake”.
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Congratulations to newly elected District
Governor Nominee Max Wortman. Max will
serve as the Governor of this District in the
year 2003-2004.
Max was born in Holland and migrated to
Australia with his parents in 1952 at the
age of nine.

After operating a customs and forwarding agency in Papua
New Guinea for sixteen years he returned to Australia to live
on the Gold Coast where he has operated a boarding kennels
and pet transport business since.
In November 1995, at the age of fifty- two, he was invited to
join the Rotary club of Nerang. He is still a member of that
club and was its president in 1999-2000. He has also held the
positions of community service director, secretary and club
service.
He is currently an assistant governor and chairman of the
Indigenous Australian Goodwill Committee.  He is a Rotary
Foundation Benefactor.
He and his wife Gillian have a son, Lachlan, who is studying in
year ten at Brisbane Grammar School.
Max is a keen fisherman and sporting enthusiast.
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Information, articles and
photographs on club
Activities.
If you would like to have
anything published in
Talon Times please submit
it to the District Secretary
Graeme Polkinghorne at
the address below before
the last day of the month,
for publication in the
following month’s edition.
e.g 30th September for the
October edition.
Late submissions will be
held over for the following
edition so your efforts will
not be wasted.
Photos, articles and even
notes of events and
happenings around the
District are most
welcome.
Address for Newsletter
articles:-

PO Box 535
Warwick   Qld   4370

gpolkinghorne@flexi.net.au
Fax 07 46613336

Indigenous Australian
Engineering Summer

School
The University of New South Wales is conducting the Summer
School in January 2002 in cooperation with Engineering Aid.

Clubs in this District are invited to nominate indigenous students
to attend.

The Summer School is Engineering Aid’s principal program on
behalf of Indigenous young people currently studying in years
10 to 12 and aims to encourage them to consider tertiary studies
in engineering.

Students gain first hand experience of engineering, working in
laboratories, using computers, visiting engineering projects and
meeting role models.

They see what engineers do, including the contribution they
make to community health, and how students who become
engineers may contribute to the benefit of their communities.

Students from throughout Australia attend without cost to
themselves. All expenses, including student travel and
accommodation, are paid out of contributions made by sponsors
and donors.

Scholarships are then available to selected year 11 and 12 students
who attend Summer School and to those who go on to study
engineering. In the case of the Secondary School students, the
aim is to assist them to complete their secondary education.
They are placed under no obligation to study engineering.

For more information and for nomination forms contact DG
Neil or the DGN Max Wortman.

A group of Australian students at Old Parliament House Canberra
at the National MUNA held on 25th & 26th August
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A SECOND CHANCE
Membership Development

Mini Seminar
To enable clubs to qualify for the Presidential Citation which
requires the attendance of 3 club members at a District
Membership Seminar, a second seminar to complement the
Membership Forum which has already been held, will be
conducted on Sunday 4th November at 3pm at Cudgen
Leagues Club, Chinderah (near Kingscliff) to immediately
follow The Rotary Foundation back to basics Seminar.
This will be an important opportunity for clubs to meet the
qualifying criteria of the Citation program.
Make a day of it and attend both seminars. THEY ARE FREE.

Two of the presenters at the Membership Forum
held at Ballina on the 19th August were
Josephine Saunders & Kerrie Lyon  both from
the Rotary Club of Summerland Sunrise
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Visit the District Website...
www.rotary9640.org

If you have not looked at our district website recently you may be surprised at the amount
of information that is now available.

Webmaster Roy Hornsby welcomes information for  the site from the clubs and individual Rotarians
Advertise your club events! Check out the yearly planner!


