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DO WE UNDERSTAND?

Thismonth, February, Rotariansaround
theworld cel ebrate World Understanding
Month.

Thisprovidesuswith an opportunity to
reflect on recent world eventsand onthe
impact terrorism, war and unrest hashad
onthelivesof so many unfortunate
innocent people.

Itisnot alwayseasy for Rotary Clubshere
tojustify providing support tothoseinfar
away placeswhenwehavein our own
back yard serious social problemsand
serioussocid injusticescrying out for our
help.

Neverthelessitisall amatter of balance.
Balance between our duty to our local
community and our duty to our
internationa community.

Thismonth callsfor an acceptanceand a
realisation that asRotariansweareall part
of alargeinternationd globa organisation
and that we can work successfully,
together, for thegood of Mankind.

Polio Plusisashining exampleof the
cooperation of theglobal Rotary
community.

However, whilst wedl might quiterightly
think we have doneagood job with Polio
Plus, we haven't yet finished thejob.
Many new Rotarians have not had the
opportunity to add their support to that
programand if asked, | am sure, would
alongwith every other Rotarian beonly
too pleased to contribute.

Polio Plusissurely themost significant
humanitarian effort ever undertakenby a

service organisation. It hasbeen made
possi ble because Rotariansaround the
world have pooled their resourcesand their
efforts. Let'sfinishthejob.

If we expect to see peace and harmony in
theworld our effort and commitmentis
needed.

Already many Rotariansinour Digtrict

have seenthevauein personally
supporting The Rotary Foundation through
the Centurion Club. Thismonth | repeat my
call for more support. Doit now.

Model United Nations, MUNA, isto be
conducted at Robinaon the 16" March,
providing our youth with an opportunity to
better understand the culture and politics of
another country. Adding to the prospect of
world peace and understanding in the next
generdtion.

Group Study Exchange, Youth Exchange,
Student Matched Exchange,
Ambassadoria Scholarships, andthe
Rotary Centresfor Internationa Study in
Peaceand Conflict Resolution arefurther
initiativesof Rotary aimed at furthering the
fourth object of Rotary namely,

“The advancement of international
understanding, goodwill and peace
through a worldwide fellowship of
businessand professional persons
united in theideal of service.”

| hopeevery clubinour District makesthe
effort to cel ebrate or acknowledgethis
specid month.

Together in Rotary Service
DG Nell




Calendar of District Events

Feb 21¢ ROMAC Dinner —GC Arts Centre
24" District Team Training Seminar

Mar 16" MUNA - Robina Community Centre
23424 PETS

Apr  13"—14" RYPEN

Apr 19" —21% District Conference

May 19" District Assembly

June 30" District Changeover

INTERPLAST NEWS.

In January INTERPLAST conducted two
successful programsin the Philippines.

Thirty seven operations were carried out at
Cagayan de Oro including cleft operations on 12
children under 9 months of age and another on a
baby girl weighing lessthan 2 kilograms.

Some patients traveled more than 50 kilometres
hoping to be selected for surgery.

Even though 87 isagood number, it saddened the
team and Cagayan de Oro Rotarians that afurther
38 hopeful patients could not be treated.

The second team to Bohol carried out 60
operations and worked closely with the Rotary
club of Tagbilaran.

Another team led by Dr Harold McComb and
including surgeon Chris Bennet, anaesthetist Chris
Lowry and Nursing sister Leonie McNamaraleft
for Laos on the 9" February, they will operatein
the city of Pakse.

Call for exhibitors

The Digrict Conference at Goondiwindi from 19" to 21¢ April affords a good
opportunity to share projects with fellow Rotarians.

Clubs are invited to display an exhibit of a successful project, preferably a
replicable project.

Contact Conference Display Manager Andrew Thomas fax (07) 4671 2670.
Email: andrew@fox-thomascom.au by 15th March to apply for display space

Hop out to Gundy

2002 - The Year of the Outback

& wi0con,,  IMPORTANT
A Book
é‘: ct}‘ accommodationolgovg?::

this exciting District
event. Don’t miss out.
This will be a “Friendly
Conference”.

Contact Conference

& Chairman Lew Verney
il 2007 - S 0419 798 or
fax 07 461 3632

or
lew.verney@goondiwinss.qld.edu.au

Altape
Rehabilitation

Most of usremember that in July 1998 amajor tsunami
struck Aitapein PapuaNew Guinearesultingin thedesths
of 2200 people.

Rotary Clubs and Districts in Australia and overseas
contributed significant amountsof money for therelief and
rebuilding effort.

District 9600 in whose District the disaster occurred has
been involved over the yearsin helping restore hospital
services to the area utilising the funds contributed and
ass stancefrom The Rotary Foundation.

Ancther mgor disaster dmost occurred when an earthquake
registering 6.7 on the Richter scale struck the coastal area
near Aitape on 10" January 2002. Fortunately therewas
no tsunami following the earthquake and it appearsthere
wasonly onegirl killed when alocal house collapsed.

However initid damagereportsindicatethat about 2001 ocal
bush materia houses collapsed and over 300 water supply
tankswereeither destroyed or severely damaged. Whileat
present during the monsoon season thishas not caused any
immediate drinking water problem therewill beasevere
water shortage problem once the dry season starts. The
AitapeHospita aso sustained mgor damageto thehospital
water tanksand thiswill impact on operationsinthedry
Season.

Aninspection of the Aitape and Sissano areaby Rotarian
Charles Guesdon, the Project Engineer who arrived in
Aitape on 12" January, revealed that the earthquake
damaged none of the houses constructed by RAWCS
Project VVolunteer teamsin 1998-99.

Furthermorethere was no damage of any consegquenceto
the current congtructionwork being carried out at the Aitape
Hospital by the Aitape Rehabilitation Committee, a
committeeof dedicated and committed Rotariansin Didtrict
9600.

Currently work is progressing on aPaediatric building, an
X-Ray building and raised concretewa kways.

A satdlitetelephone hasbeeningtalled and thiswill provide
reliable communication by telephone, facsmileand e-mail
and provide asafety net for Rotariansworking at Aitape.

It isexpected that the Paediatric building will be compl eted
inthesecond quarter of 2002 and the X-Ray building during
thethird quarter. Theeectrical reticulation and staff houses
will commence as soon asthe construction sitesand areas
areavalable.

Thecommitteewill monitor thewater supply Stuationclosdly,
and if sufficient fundsare availablethey hopeto assist the
villagersand the Hospital restoretheir safe water storage
fadlities
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World'sFirg Cyber Rotary Club isChartered

Almost acentury after Paul Harrisfounded thefirst Rotary club agroup of Rotariansfrom Colorado USA hasmade
history by forming aclub that our founder could never haveimagined. On4 January, Rl officialy chartered itsfirst-ever
Internet-based Rotary club intheworld, Rotary e-Club One of District 5450.

RI President-elect Bhichal Rattakul recognized thehistoric* e-club” at aQuad District Foundation Dinner in Denver,
Colorado, on 18 January, with more than 600 Rotariansin attendance. Many of the e-club members met face-to-face
for thefirst timeat thisevent.

Thefirst Rotary cyber club, which takesasitstheme* Service Above Self onthelnternet,” isjust likeatraditional
Rotary club in many respects. However, rather than having aset meeting timeand place, the club meetsonthe Internet,
24 hoursaday, seven daysaweek at http://www.rotary5450.org/eclub. “ Our meetings are asynchronous— they do
not require participantsto be onlineat the sametime,” said Rotary e-Club One charter President John Minter, who
used to be amember of the sponsoring Rotary Club of Boulder, Colorado.

Memberslog onto the Web siteand review topics under discussion, and are expected to join aforum. Theclub’'s 18
members, who comefrom specified Colorado counties, are expected to participatein at least 25 such meetings, asking
questions, and sharing views and suggestionswith other members. Attendanceismeasured inauniqueway. “\We
requireaminimum averageof 12 hoursof hands-on community service per quarter inplaceof ‘seattime’ inaterra
club, sothemember determinesthe activity, timeand place,” Minter said.

Though the e-club representsabol d high-tech step for Rotary International, the original ideafor the club cameout of
thedesireto reach out to those who, for avariety of legitimate reasons, cannot regularly attend meetings of aRotary
club that meetsweekly at aphysical location. “ Membership isopentoindividual swho cannot meet traditional
attendancerequirementsdueto travel or businessrestrictionsor residefarther then 25 milesaway from atraditional
Rotary club, or whose personal mobility islimited,” said Minter.

Minter and adesign team that consulted extensively with the district |eadership took morethan six monthsto craft a
“community” model that can be extended worldwidein Rotary. The Rl Board approved thee-club asaNew Model
Rotary club, oneof anumber of existing and new clubsworldwide, participatingin apilot project authorized by the
2001 Council on Legidation.

A Noteon Suicide Prevention

Dear DG Nell,

Asaresult of my association with District 9640 Youth Suicide Prevention Program and Raylee Taylor, | was
invited tojoin aSuicide Awareness Working Group to raise awareness of the continuing high rate of suicide by older
men.

A specia Presentation Kit wasdevel oped by the Ageing Branch, within the Queend and Department of Families.
Itisaninitiative of theNational Suicide Prevention Strategy (NSPS).

Whilethere hasbeen significant mediaattention given totherising rate of maleyouth suicidein Augtralia, there
hasbeen very little attention given to the continuing high rate of suicide by older men. Therate of suicideby men 65
yearsand older ishigher than therate of suicide by men of all agesin Australia. The statisticsal so showed fivetimesas
many mensuicideaswomenin Ausiralia

The primary target audiencefor the presentationisolder persons. Other target audiencesfor the presentation are
peopleinthe community who work with older people, carefor them or haveregular contact with them.
The presentation will berelevant to peoplewho areyounger aswell asmuch older than 55 years of age.

The Suicide Prevention Working Group iscurrently developing amailing list of Organizationsand Clubsto be
approached offering guest speakers.

Committee membersof district 9640 Suicide Prevention Program are making themsel vesavail ablefor
presentations covering this subject. Interested clubs can contact me on 07 5529 2227 or viaemail
cressey@ozemail.com.aul.

Margaret Cressey - Rotary Club of Parkwood.
4




RYLA 2002

This will never be forgotten.

David Rolle, Steven Poole,
Broock
Penrose,
Bianca
Hunter,
Tiffany Cox,
Sarah Cox
& Rob Stork.

Anita Cooper
& Wayne Dunn

Table at
Roy & Lisa cut Graduation.
the cake.

Table at
Graduation.

Attendants at
Graduation.

Roy Hornsby

Attendants and . &
Rotary Team at Lisa Beesley
Graduation. were thanked
by the Team.




Rotary Youth
L eadership Awards

Thisshowssome of thegroup of Rotariansand RY LA
Awardeesat the Club Night at Camp Bornhoffenon
Tuesday 5th February.

Thenight wasextremely well attended by Rotarianswho
sat with their Club Awardeesduring thedinner. Rotaract
was also well represented showing the close bond be-
tween Rotaract and our youth seminars.

The entertainment during and after the dinner wasexcel -
lent, showing thevisitorsthe depth of thetalent of our

young people.
.

Rotaract News

Our four Rotaract Clubs combined for aspecial meeting
together at Nerang on 31st January to start the new year.

Hereisa group of Rotaractors showing they are ready
for a great timein 2002.

Paul Harris Fellow

Lisa Beesley
was presented
with a
certificate,
medallion and
badge after
being named a
Paul Harris
Fellow by DG
| Neil a theClub
nightat RYLA
on 5th
February. Lisa
hasbeen heavily
involvedinthe
RYLA Digtrict
Committeefor fiveconsecutiveyears, thelast four supporting
the Chairman Roy Hornsby. Sheinitiated and conducted
the District Member Satisfaction Survey which culminated
inthedistribution of thesurvey resultsto al 54 clubsinthe
District. Thiswasasignificant effort involving not only
expertise but also hours of voluntary work. The District
recognised her contribution to Rotary and to our youth.

Ambassadorial

Melanie Gentz shown aboveisan Ambassadorial Scholar
from USA studying at Bond University. Melanieisakeen
Rotaract member and hasbeen activeintheBond University
Rotaract club sincearriving herelast year.

Meanieisinterested in becoming involved in someRotary
projectsand interacting with Rotarians. Sheisdso available
to speak to clubs. Please contact Melanie by email at
MFG98@aol.com




Rotary Youth Transition Seminar-What a Success!

\- The Rotary Club of Nerang sponsored Rebecca Collinsto attend RY TS. Rebeccarecently wrote
. |@ w} aletter tothe Nerang Rotary Club thanking the club. Rebeccawrote:-

¢, === ' “Ihavebendfitted unbelievably.
saey | now realizewho | am, that | can achievemy goalsand I’'m aworthwhile person. Itwasmainly a
self discovery campfor me.
Only the attendants and awardees made this possiblefor me. All the attendantswerefantastic,
they really cared about usand it showed.
Straight after camp | wastold about achildcare centrelooking for casual workers. Usually | would makean excuse
about not investigating thisjob. But | wasbooming with confidence after thecamp, so | rang andwasinvitedinfor a
voluntary day. | wentin, not nervousat all, only because of my new found confidence, and started working with the
children.
Attheend of theday | wastold | would beacasua worker by March, because they were so pleased inmy initiative
and confidencewith thechildren.
| couldn’'t believeit! I've havewanted to work with children al my life, but have alwaysbeen very nervousand have
had no self - esteem thinking that | could never get ajob. But because of RY TSI haverealised what | want out of life,
andthat | candoit.
I don’t know how to thank you, the change hasbeen amazing. | am so grateful towardsyou all”

Booksfor Savu Savu, Fij

ThisDidrict isinvolvedin an exciting project putting booksinto the Savu Savu
Secondary Schooal library.

Savu Savu ontheidand of VanuaL evu, the second largest idand in the Fiji group, hasa
population of just |essthan 4000 about 600 of whom are High School students. The
High School isacommunity school run by acommittee consisting of parentsand
community leaders.

Savu Savu isavery poor town with many localsout of work sincethe coup. Few homes
haveradio, muchlessTV. Many of the studentsare drawn from the surrounding villages
that are* Third World”. Although these peopleare poor they arerichincultureandlove. |
Bob & AnneSincalir who now liveinthe hillsbehindthe Gold Coast have set aboutthe |
task of hel ping the school equip thelibrary with books. They called on Rotariansfor help | AR
in collecting the books and were ableto put together enough booksto send over acontainer |oad.

The Rotary Club of Stanthorpe has contributed $500 towardsthe cost of shipping thiscontainer to Fiji through
Donationsin Kind. The District will providethe balance of thefundsif necessary but we are calling on clubswhowould
liketo beinvolved in thiswonderful project to contribute towardsthe shortfall of $1200. Canyour club help?

The container will aso includewheel chairs produced by the Wheel chair Program of the Rotary Club of Surfers Sunrise.

These haveaready been assigned to childrenin Fiji.

Please contact DG Neil if you can contribute something, Wecometo New Members
any amount, to thisproject.

Called to Higher Service

Michad DERHAM BurleighHeads




THANKSTO OUR Rotary District 9640
CENT U R I ON CL U B M EM B ERS Membership & Attendance report for Dgcember 2001
. AttendanceMembership
ChrisThomsen BROADBEACH This month Year to Date
Tony L eN| S BROADBEACH Rotary Club of ... %age Rank %age Rank StartofYear Present Change
. Allora 73.26 38 5231 5 13 15 2
Russell JHutchison BROADBEACH Alstonville 7717 3 7860 2B D 2 1
John Hardi ng BROADBEACH Ashmore 69.30 42 7839 25 B % 2
. Ballina 85.20 15 7839 24 35 % 1
RI Chard HOl I and B ROA D B EA CH Ballina-on-Richmond 86.70 12 6921 4 24 24 -
Peter Grayburn BROADBEACH Beaudesert o100 7 8885 5 3 B 41
Boonah 91.39 6 9L44 2 % 9 5
JOhn V M ann B ROA D B EA CH Broadbeach 76.27 3% 838 7 46 50 4
Jim McClymont ILUKA Broadwater Southport 86.21 14 6469 48 B 2 -4
Chrl s M mdougal I M U DGEERA BA Burleigh Heads 58.33 50 7149 40 18 18 -
Byron Bay 64.40 47 8100 17 12 15 3
Susan Randel MULLUMBIMBY Casino 80.00 % 7155 39 3l 28 -3
JOhn Randel M U L L U M BI M BY Coolangatta Tweed Heads 62.00 48 6983 43 0 0 -
Coomera Valle 89.33 10 7958 22 26 27 1
Patri Ck QUI nn M U L L U M BI M BY GlenInnes ’ 7746 0 7812 26 35 36 1
M ax Wortman N ERA N G Goondiwindi 81.72 2 688 45 37 31 -6
. Goonellabah 7316 0 7765 27 B8 2% 2
Ross Smith PALM BEACH Grafton 55.85 51 7316 37 3 37 1
William Pavey PARKWOOD Grafton Midday 7500 37 7194 B 27 2 5
Leanne d’ Almeida SOUTHPORT e 20 A sz e
Jimboomba 89.00 n 8325 9 19 23 4
Mervyn Powell SOUTHPORT Kingsclift NoDetail 52 6307 49 22 23 1
Tony Prl tChett SOU TH PORT Kirra Currumbin 90.00 8 8L78 13 15 15 -
Kyogle 78.00 2 6183 5 1 12 1
Fay HOpf SUMMERLAND SUNRISE Lismore 69.00 43 8027 19 29 28 1
Chas Cl arke SU RFERS PA RA D I SE Lismore Central 59.42 49 5330 52 2 23 1
Lismore West 96.56 1 935 1 4 46 2
William JCrouch SURFERS PARADISE Maclean gls2 23 8403 6 45 e .
Gary Russall SURFERS PARADISE Mermaid Beach NoDetail 52 7665 28 22 24 2
. Mt Warning AM (Murwillumbah)  86.67 13 8291 10 29 0 1
Phil Dunsford SURFERS PARADISE Mudgeeraba w01 2 wmar & " .
Harry Page SURFERS PARADISE Mullumbimby 8120 2% 8271 15 2 2 3
MlaMiduood  SURFERS PARADISE et B
David Bonifant SURFERS PARADISE CENT Nerang 946 3 9121 3 %4 % 2
Na I M aXWGI I WA RWI CK Palm Beach 7259 40 7344 B 37 6 -1
) Parkwood 68.75 5 7386 B 0B pie] -
James Irwin WARWICK Robina 7700 R 7133 4 14 13 1
Herb A nge| [ WARWICK Runaway Bay 76.19 % 7651 29 38 40 2
South Grafton 77.70 2 7413 2 1 12 1
Dd I M aXWd I WA RVVI CK SU N RI SE Southport No Detail 52 6797 46 40 45 5
Southport North 89.74 9 7478 31 18 19 1
PL E A SE R E PO RT EV E N T S Stanthorpe 8231 20 6500 47 46 % 3
. . Summerland Sunrise 7198 41 8169 14 27 27 -
Club Presidentsand Secretariesplease ensurethat | Surfers Paradise 6893 4 5941 5 &4 o
am EdVI Sed When al member i s cal | ed to hi gher Surfers Paradise Central 95.14 2 8105 16 58 58 -
sarvice’, when new Rotariansjoin Clubs, when Paull e A e s o
Harris Fellows are recognised and other special Tamborine Mountain 9800 4 &5 n 1 10 -1
awardsdeserving of recognition are presented either Tenterfield 810 18 8070 1B % I
within Rotary or in the community. | wish to Theed Heads Souh 918 16 899 416 B2
. Warwick 65.22 4% 7013 42 B 27 4
&knaNI wwau rda to th& a/m' n Td On -ri mS’ Warwick Sunrise 76.81 3B 7374 A 20 23 3
but detailsneed to be provi ded. Yamba 7650 % 7339 B 2 28 1
DG Neil 1559 1605 46

Visit the District Website...
www.rotary9640.org

If you have not looked at our district website recently you may be surprised at the amount
of information that is now available.

Webmaster Roy Hornsby welcomes information for the site from the clubs and individual Rotarians
Advertiseyour club events! Check out the yearly planner!
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